The Ancient Worlds of Asia
from the ninth century A.D. and that till then the Jews used the only two texts: the Alexandrine translation of the Septua-gint, which was the Greek version of the Old Testament, begun in the third century B.C., and the Latin Vulgate of Saint Jerome, completed in the fourth century A.D. Knowledge of the Hebrew or Aramaic original texts of the Books of the Old Testament was therefore brought a thousand years nearer their origin by the discovery on the Dead Sea. There has been until now only one similar finding of old manuscripts saved for scholarship. That was in Tun-huang, a Buddhist monastery on the eastern border of the Gobi Desert, where in 1035 A.D., likewise in a period of threatened invasion, monks walled up their library in a remote chamber where in 1900 they were found by chance by a Tibetan monk, and soon after came into the hands of the orientalist Sir Aurel Stein and the sinologist Paul Pelliot.
As well as Books of the Prophets Isaiah, Habukkuk and Daniel found in 1947, there was a further, and, till then unknown, text of the second century before Christ, containing the rules of a religious order of that time. This was published in America in 1950 under the title, Manual of Discipline. It was this text that opened the way to the actual sphere of new discovery, which was the study of the Essene Sect whose chief seat this deserted area on the west shore of the Dead Sea was soon recognised to have been. A decisive factor in this realisation was the excavation of a ruin known to the Arabs as Khirbct ("ruin")—Qumran. The excavation exposed an old stone building with twenty or thirty chambers and several cisterns, a large number of which have remained intact. Adjoining is a burial ground with more than a thousand graves. These all lie north to south, not cast to west as do Muslim graves, and contain no burial objects. It was concluded that a monastery of the Ksscnc Sect had been uncovered. The Elder' Pliny, Flavins Joscpluis and Philo the Alexandrian all wrote about this sect which has been known of since the beginning of the Christian era. But writings from their time were missing.
Joscphus was himself a member of the sect for a few years. The Esscnes, he wrote, taught that the soul was immortal,
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